1: What are politics?
Politics: The way in which a country is governed. It is about making choices, like, from what age are you allowed to drink.
Political powers
Political power: having influence on political decisions.
Dictatorship: If a single person or small group of people exercise in a country. Most likely not chosen by the population of the country.
Examples: Cuba
Representative democracy: All citizens (from 18+) have an equal right to be involved in the solution to important problems in their society.
Examples: the Netherlands
Dictatorship
Characteristics of a dictatorship
· Restriction of individual freedom
· Restriction of political freedom
· Much government violence
· There are independent courts
· Censorship
Autocratic dictatorship
· Single leader
· Normally, a High-ranking military officer who has come to power through a coup.
· Government exist out of military officers, the population has no influence.
Many autocratic dictatorships were formed in the former colonies of Europe like Indonesia and the Philippines.
Examples: North-Korea, Syria and Zimbabwe
Totalitarian dictatorship
· Formed after an ideological revolution
· Fairly large group who have power
· The government has a strict control over: the media and education (aka: indoctrination)
[bookmark: _GoBack]Examples: Nazi Germany,  fascist Italy, USSR and China
Theocracy

· Same as Totalitarian dictatorship but the ideology is religion
· The legislation is based on the Koran and the Sharia

Examples: Iran

Democracy

Characteristics of democracy:

· Citizens have individual freedom
· There are fundamental political rights 
· The Police and the army have limited powers
· There is a separation of powers

Direct democracy
· When every citizen was allowed to vote on every law, no representatives (referendum)

Examples: ancient Athens

Indirect democracy
· People elect representatives who take the major decisions

Examples: the Netherlands, France, Germany etc.

Parliamentary system: citizens elect members of the parliament. The cabinet is formed based on the composition of parliament. Ministers are accountable to parliament for their policies. They can alsoe be dismissed if the majority of the members of parliament lose confidence in them.

Constitutional monarchy: Countries where a king/queen is the head of state, but the country is governed by the parliament.

Presidential system: When the population can also vote for the president next to the parliament. In some countries it is only ceremonial (Germany), but in some countries it has a lot of power (USA). They can appoint and dismiss ministers and he has a veto right.

Characteristics of Dutch democracy
· All Dutch citizens over 18 are allowed to vote
· Everybody has the rights to set up a party or association
· Everybody has the right to demonstrate
· E members of the States General (1 & 2 chamber) are elected in secret ballot
· The government and States General establish the laws jointly

2 political movements

Ideology: A system of ideas about man, human relationships and the organization of society

Ideologies have a clear view on:

· Moral standards
· The desired socioeconomic relationships in society
· The desired distribution of power in society

Progressive: forward-thinking, believing in change and furture-oriented
Conservative: preserving and keeping the laws which already exit.

Reactionary: restore old rules (conservative)

Right and left wing

Left wing:

· Equality for everyone in education, pay and employment
· Protection of the weak
Examples: PvdA and SP

Right wing:
· Personal freedom
· Economic freedom
Examples: VVD and PVV
Political centre:
· Shared responsibility 
· caring society
examples: CDA and D66
Ideological movements
Liberalism:
· freedom
· individual responsibility 
· tolerance
Liberalism was founded in the time of the French revolution.
Socialism
· equal opportunities
· solidarity
socialism emerged as a response to the poor working conditions in the 19th century.
Ways the socialist tried to achieve equality
· Communism (it developed into a total a totalitarian dictatorship)
· Social democracy 
Denominationalism: people who base their political views on their religious beliefs (aka Christian democrats)
Christian democrats:
· Solidarity
· Harmony
· Stewardship (rentmeesterschap)
· Shared responsibility 
Other ideologies:
· Fascism (hatred against foreign races)
· Ecological movement (against pollution, e.g. Groen Links)
· Populism

§3 Political Parties
Political Party: a group of people who have roughly the same ideas about an ideal society. In addition to the normal ideological parties, there are 2 different parties: 
· One-issue parties: focus on one aspect of society (PvdD)
· Protest parties: arise from disaffection with existing politics (D66 and LPF)
Tasks of parties: 
· Integration of ideas: the ideas of a number of people are merged into one political platform. 
· Information: informing voters about their views to stimulate voters to form an own opinion
· Participation: trying to interest the citizens in their activities and to persuade them to become actively involved in politics
· Selection of candidates: drawing up lists of candidates to make it easier for citizens to vote. 

The Parties
From left wing to right wing
SP (Socialistische Partij)
SP is not only a party but also an action party. They stand leveling the incomes, so higher taxes for the higher incomes. 


Groenlinks
Formed by a number of smaller parties including the Communistische Partij Nederland (CPN) and the Pacifistisch Socialistische Partij (PSP) in 1989. Stand for the protection of the environment, more money for the development aid.

PvdD (Partij voor de Dieren)
Founded by a group of animal protectionists in 2002. One issue party, standing for animal rights.

PvdA (Partij van de Arbeid)
Social democratic movement, equal opportunities for all to participate in society. Protect the disadvantaged and distribute wealth, knowledge and power. Create more jobs, free child-care, soft drugs legalized. 

D66 (Democraten 66)
Started in 1966, in protest against the ideologies of the party politics at that time. More direct involvement of the people in politics by having referendums, mayors directly elected by cities and improvement of the educational system.

ChristenUnie
Formed in 2002,  two parties merged, RPF (Reformatorische Politieke Federatie) and the GPV (Gereformeerd Politiek Verbond). They say they are a Christian socialist party.

CDA (Christen Democratische Appel)
Merger of catholic and protestant parties, the family is the backbone of society, health care and education is important. 
VVD (volkspartij voor de Vrijheid en Democatie) 
Society benefits most if individuals have as much room for self development as possible. More roads, experimentation of more prisoners to one cell, legalization of soft drugs at European level.

SGP (Staatkundig Gereformeerde Partij)
Small conservative Christian party since 1922, thereby oldest party in existence. Strive for theocracy. Party programme  based on biblical values and standards. Shops closed on Sundays, ban on euthanasia, heavy sentences for murder, coffee shops closed. 

PVV (Partij Voor de Vrijheid)
Founded in 2006, by Geert Wilders (ex-VVDer). Halt to expansion of Islamic culture, life imprisonment after 2 violent crimes, deportation for non-Dutch offenders.  
 
4 Elections
Right to vote: all Dutch citizens of eighteen and older are allowed to vote on representatives
Right to be eligible for election: to stand as a candidate for election.
Nobody can check  how individuals citizens have cast their vote.

People who have lived in NL for 5 years but don’t have a Dutch nationality can only vote for the local government.

Proportional representation: all votes cast will be divided among the member of seat available. We have this in NL.

Advantage of Proportional representation: every vote counts equally in allocating seats. This allows also smaller parties to be elected.
disadvantage of Proportional representation: all those parties are allotted speaking time in the 2nd chamber. This leads to disorderly debates.

District system: country is divided into areas, the candidate obtaining the majority of votes in the area will be elected to the national government.
Pro: voters know the candidates better
Con: the votes given to the loser in an area are lost and won’t be used.

Conditions for making a political pary:
· Has to be officially registered with the electoral council
· The party has to pay well over 11000 euros
·  In each of the nineteen electoral districts where the party intends to participate, it will need to submit a list of candidates as well as declarations of support from thirty citizens.
This is all to prevent people from standing as candidates just for fun.

Issues which may play a role when deciding to vote for a party
· The party’s views
· Your own interest
· The chance of the party getting into government
· The party leader

Citizens vote for a person, not for the party. Most people vote for the party leader.

Preference votes: When you don’t vote for the party leader but for someone else because he/she it is a women, has another nationality or has been in public a lot.

After the elections

1. Informative stage: the queen receives a number of leading politicians. The informateur investigates which combination of parties is the best. 
2. Formation stage: When the coalition (agreements to collaborate) is chosen, the informateur goes to the queen. She appoints a formateur (a politician who is going to form a cabinet of ministers and secretaries).
3. Coalition agreement: provides the framework for the policy the cabinet intends to conduct. The coalition agreement is then told in the queens speech. The national budget is also told. After the announcement of the national budget , the second chamber discusses them in the General Debate with the ministers.
5 Government and parliament

The government:
· Consists out of the ministers and the head of state (the queen)
· Every minister is responsible for a certain policy area
· Policy proposals are discussed in the council of Ministers
· Ministers (and secretaries) are accountable to the parliament , so they can be summoned to appear before the 1st and 2nd chamber to answer criticism about their policies.

Every minister has a secretary of state, secretaries don’t take part in the council of ministers.
Minister without portfolio: when the duties of a minister are taken away and given to another minister who already has a ministry, because you can easily combine the two ministries.

The queen:
· Since 1814 the head of state
· Signs laws that are passed (she is not responsible for the content)
· Reading the queens speech
· Appointing minister and formateurs or informateurs
· Discussing the with the prime minister
· The queen comes under ministerial responsibility 
A couple of task were taken away the previous year, but I am not sure which ones exactly.

From bill to law:
1. Laid down in the coalition agreement
2. Civil servants work out this policy in more detail in bills
3. Goes to the council of state (the highest advisory body)
4. Sent to the 2nd chamber (they can amend the bill)
5. Sent to the 1st chamber (can only accept or reject bills)
6. Published in Staatsblad
Also look at: page 102, source 15 and the notes

Parliament
· Consist out of the 1st and 2nd chamber (jointly called the States General)
· 2nd chamber is more important (because the members are directly elected by citizens

Rights of the 2nd chamber:
· Voting right
· Right of amendment
· Right of initiative
· Budget right
· Right of motion
· Right to question
· Right of interrelation
· Right of inquiry                      More about these right, see pag. 103/104
1st chamber:
· Also called the senate
· 75 members
· Don’t have the rights of initiative and amendment
· Accepts or rejects laws
· Members are chosen by the provincial council

Relationship between the government and parliament

Dualism: administrators such as minister, cannot be members of the body that keeps check on them.

We don’t have complete separation of powers because minister have bot legislative and executive power.
6 Administration in practice

The 4 stages of political decisions 
· Input
· Conversion
· Output
· Feedback
(see pag 109)

Input: society (citizens, pressure groups, mass media and political parties) puts forward all sorts of needs and requirements. 

Gatekeepers: The politicians (and mass media and pressure groups) hear those needs and requirements and start working on it.

Conversion: Put on the political agenda and the politicians start discussing about it. Then they will ask civil servants to give advice, this is called Policy Preparation. Then a minister may come up with  a bill and the 1st and 2nd  chamber will make their decision.

Output: Then, for civil servants to see to it that the law is implemented and that it works.

Feedback: society is not pleased enough and the process will start over again.

Surrounding factors: factors that are not directly part of the problem, though they play a role in decision making
· Demographic factors
· Ecological factors
· Cultural factors
· Economic factors
· Technological factors
· Social factors
· International factors
More information about specific factors in the book (pag. 110/111)

§7 Political Actors
Political actors: all citizens, groups, administrative bodies and government agencies involved in the process of political decision-making. 
Civil servant who assist administrators are concerned with both policy preparation and policy implementation. Civil servants have a lot of power because they stick to the same area of expertise for longer than members of parliament or ministers. Civil servants are sometimes called the Fourth Power. 

The Dutch government has a lot of advisory bodies: 
· Council of state (Raad van State), highest advisory body, chaired by head of state. As the queen seldom attends the meetings, the vice-chairperson acts as the chair. They are appointed by the government and they have to give advice on all bills.
· Social and Economic Council (Sociaal-Economische Raad, SER), advises about the outlines of social and economic policy. 33 members, 1/3 are representatives of the unions, 1/3 representatives of employers’ organizations, 1/3 independent experts (crown members) appointed by the government. 
· Scientific Council for Government Policy (Wetenschappelijke Raad voor het Regeringsbeleid, WRR), providing scientifically-based information for the benefit of government policy.  Government appoint the members, WRR advise on various policy areas such as: employment, ethnic minorities and urban development policy. 
Lobbying: gaining support for your views through personal contact
For lobbying you need to know a lot of politicians personally, in the USA this is seen as a profession. It is known as the Fifth Power. There are 3 types of pressure groups:
· Interest groups, defending interest of a certain group in society.
· Action groups, devote themselves to a single clear issue for a short period. 
· Action organizations, devote themselves to a single clear issue for a longer period, like Greenpeace.
The mass media has great influence on politics. Let say a newspaper found out that a civil servant has concealed data about the noise levels at Schiphol. The roles of the media will operate in the following order: 
· Informative role: paper will report on the matter because it is an important public issue
· Mouthpiece role: the paper will gather more information by interviewing the schiphol management and the people living in the area. The politicians turn to the media to use it as their mouthpiece on various issues.
· Agenda role: the paper finds evidence of manipulated figures, making the people more worried. The media puts the subject on the political agenda in this way.
· Commenting role: there will be a comment on the issue on the first page of different newspapers.
· Checking role: the media will monitor the policy of the responsible minister because he is responsible for the mistakes made by his civil servants. 
 

§8 Political Levels
The national government does not have to decide everything, they outline a specific policy and the implementation is left to the local authorities called the delegation of powers. The idea behind it is that decisions should be made at the lowest possible level: decentralize if possible, centralize if necessary, also known as principle of subsidiarity. Lower authorizes are:
· Better informed about the situations so know what is needed
· Closer to citizens thereby more accessible to them. 

Provincial government
Their task lies in the area of town and regional planning and the environment. Every 4 years there are elections for the provincial government. The representatives become members of the Provincial Council (Provinciale Staten), they elect the Provincial Executive (Gedeputeerde Staten) from their own members. The chairperson of the 2 bodies is the Royal Commissioner (commissaris van de Koningin), officially the queen appoints the commissioners but in practice the minister of Home Affairs does it. 

Local Government
The local government is run by the local council (gemeenteraad), they take the most important decisions. They are elected every 4 years. The number of members depends on the inhabitants in the district. Non-Dutchies are also allowed to participate in the local elections, as long as they have lived in the Netherlands for at least 5 years. The executive is made up of the Mayor and Aldermen (Burgemeester en Wethouders, W&R). Aldermen have an executive task, they are elected by the parties who have a seat on the local council. There is also Dualism, the local council exercises supervision over the mayor and aldermen. Mayors are appointed for 6 years. 

European Union
After WW II, people didn’t want to have another war. The ECSC was founded (European Coal and Steel Community), in 1951. 6 countries were the founders: west Germany, France, Benelux and Italy. Slowly more countries joined as it became a success, the aim became economic cooperation. Supra-national organization: countries have given power to the EU
Intergovernmental: decisions can only be taken with the agreement of all the individual counties
The powers is also divided in the EU:
· Legislative: Council of the European Union and the European Parliament
· Executive: European Commission
· Judiciary: European Court of Justice

European Commission
Every country has the right to nominate a commissioner. They draw the draft budget, make proposals for European legislation and rules, which are discussed in the parliament. The head is Jose Barroso.

The Council of the European Union
Also called the Council of ministers, represents the governments of the members states. The ministers of the member states attend the meetings. If there is a meeting about agriculture, all the the member states send their minister of agriculture. The weight of a vote depends on the population of the country, Netherlands= 4%
The European Council consist of all heads of governments (Ruttes), the presidency of the EU/European council rotates, now it is Herman van Rompuy. 
European Parliament
Every 5 years the citizens of the member states elect their representatives for the EP. There are 736 representatives for 490 million European citizens. The number of representatives per country depends on the population. Netherlands= 25 seats. The Dutchies do not sit together as one nation. They sit according to their political views. The EP has different parties. The Head is Martin Schulz. They have two buildings: one in Brussels and one in Strasbourg as symbol for the peace between France and Germany. 
European Court of Justice
They make sure the rules made by the EU are applied the same way by everybody. The court has 27 judges, one from each member state. 
The United Nations
There are 194 members, it was founded in 1945 to prevent another war. The General Assembly can pass resolutions. The Security Council is needed for the implementation of a resolution. 15 countries have seats on the council, they rotate after a period of time except for 5 countries who have a permanent seat: USA, Russia, China, France and England. They have the right of Veto. 
