Parliamentary Democracy

1) What are politics?:

Q: Who makes the decisions?

Who has political power?

What are politics? 

How can political power be distributed?

Politics: The way in which a county is governed. Politics is about making responsible choices and putting the general interest first. It is necessary that everyone is involved in politics, because everyone has his opinion, priorities and interests.
Not all subjects for which policies exist affect us all.

Government forms:

Dictatorship: One person or a very small group has all the power: Legislative, executive and judicial. Common characteristics for a dictatorship are: 
· Reduced individual freedom, 

· Reduced fundamental rights, 

· Reduced political freedom,

· Persecution, prosecution and banning,

· The police, army and secret service have a lot of power. The government uses them to inflict violence onto the population,

· A lack of independent courts,

· no-checks and balances,

· censorship, the suppression of speech or other public communication,

· Indoctrination, manipulating people’s thoughts and opinions.
Autocratic dictatorship: A single leader rules, mostly excused by referring to chaos which needs quick decisions. Most autocratic dictatorships are military. Their aim is to protect rich and powerful elite. It is not based on an ideology so there is usually religious freedom & economic interplay. 
E: In Europe: Napoleon. 
In former colonies dictatorships occurred after decolonisation 
E: Indonesia & Philippines. 
In present time: North Korea & Zimbabwe.

Totalitarian dictatorship: Power in the hands of a larger group of people taking power after an ideological revolution. A single party propagates the ideology. No coups take place because of multiple experienced leaders. Indoctrination and a complete control of the population are common. E: Hitler, Mussolini & Communist states.

Theocracy: Totalitarian dictatorship in which religious leaders also have political power. Punishments are usually harsher and corporal. Leaders feel that they’re not accountable for their actions, as for they follow the laws of their religion and therefore wish to be unquestioned.

E: Sudan & Iran.
Democracy: Greek for ‘demos’,’kratien’ (people rule). Important for a democracy are that:

· All people have the right to be involved in the solution to important problems, 

· The ruler’s power is limited,
· Regular fair elections are held,
· As long as they obey the law, citizens have individual freedom,
· People have fundamental political rights, they may vote and stand candidate for elections,
· The Police & Military have limited power and must be able to account for their actions,
· Triaspolitica.

Direct democracy: All decisions are regularly decided on by referendums. In the modern day large states this is practically impossible.
Indirect democracy: Citizens elect the parliament members. The power of the parliament and government are limited by a constitution. You have to know 2 forms of indirect democracy:

Constitutional monarchy: Countries with a royal as the head of state but who’s power is limited by a constitution.
Presidential system: parliament & the president are chosen. He can appoint & dismiss ministers. Ministers are responsible to the president. Most countries do not allow the president to dismiss the parliament and presidents need approval of the parliament for legislation. In the US the president is also the chief commander of the armed forces.
The history of the Dutch constitutional monarchy:

1848 - The parliament was made and received the power from the king.

1919 - Universal suffrage for men was granted.

1922 - Also all women received the right to vote.

In the Netherlands:

· All adults in the Country may vote of stand candidate for elections,

· Everybody may set up a party,

· Everybody has the right to demonstrate,

· Members of the State’s General are elected,

· Laws are only established when multiple bodies agree.
Coup: the sudden, illegal deposition of a government.

Ideological revolution: A revolt in attempt to achieve a certain ideal.

Referendum: A plebiscite on a bill.
2) Political Movements:

Q: What different political movements are there in the Netherlands and what do they offer us?
The government doesn’t always take care of the collective interest, sometimes private organizations and firms do. There are different opinions about what the government should be responsible for.

In 1860 there was no social care, industrialisation & urbanisation made quick changes.

Ideology: A system of ideas about man, human relationships and the organisation of society. Mostly based on enlightenment or religion. Ideologies have views on:

· Moral standards: It should apply to every citizen. They concern boundaries of personal freedom. Whose rights are more important?

· Socioeconomic relationships: How should wealth be distributed? How high should taxes be?

· Distribution of power: especially in companies. Who should be allowed to decide on what?

Simple political classifications:
Progressive: 

· forward-thinking, 

· believing change is good,

· future thinking.

Conservative: 

· Preserve,

· Being orientated on past & present,

· Emphasize that what has been achieved,

· Traditional,

· Might want to restore old rules.

Role of the government:

Left wing: equality principle, equal chances, interference to help the disadvantaged.

Right wing: Personal responsibility & freedom of the civilians. People & companies sort out themselves. Passively hold law, order & peace.
Ideological movements:

Liberalism:, Founded in the French revolution: 

· All people should be able to develop. 

· What’s good for the individual is good for a society: freedom, individual responsibility & tolerance. 

· Government should stick to their core tasks, 

· Limit taxes,

· Stimulate the free market.

Socialism:Emerged during the 19th century. It is based on the idea that people should get equal opportunities and solidarity: the strongest should have the heaviest burden. The socialists disagreed on how to abolish poverty and create equality and therefore 2 groups arose:
Communists: Overthrow social order,,, power to the workers… Revolution!!!

Social democrats: Want to achieve social improvement by changes made in the parliament. They want a fairer distribution of everything and create a welfare state with stress on basic social rights.
Denominationalism: Based on religion. God gave the people a purpose, guideline:

· Organic concept: the state is like a body in which everyone has to cooperate,

· Stewardship: take care of god’s gift, no genetic engineering,

· Love one’s neighbour: help the disadvantaged,

· Shared responsibilities: everyone’s responsible,

· Little governmental interference,

· Leave things to social intermediaries (maatschappelijkmiddenveld): E. welfare agencies & school boards.

Fascism: 

· Inequality of the races, 

· Joining forces against others,

· Tells the people they and their leaders are the best,

· Individual interest is less important.

E: Modern day: The right wing extremist neo-Nazis.
Ecological movement: Environmental interest is more important as the economic values. The market based economy should be replaced by a small-scale, environmentally friendly & sustainable economy.
Populism: More a way of governing rather that a real ideology. Make the ‘voxpopuli’ (the voice of the idiots) heard. Trying to get as many votes as possible.
Reactionary: striving backwards, wanting to go back to what it was in the old days.

Polarisation:The process by which the public opinion divides and goes to the extremes.

Political centre: Between left & right wing.
Collective interest: The interest of a large group of society E: education & healthcare.

3) Political Parties:

Q: What political parties are there in the Netherlands and what are their aims?

Political parties: People who have roughly the same idea about society collaborate as a party in the parliament and/or cabinet. There are 3 types of political parties you should know:
· Ideological parties: Based on an ideology,

· One issue parties: Focus on one social issue, E:Partijvoor de Dieren.

· Protest parties: Are against the way politics are practised.

The function of political parties is to:
· Give information to voters to stimulate them to form an opinion, 

· Integrate ideas, pour new ideas into the population,

· Create participation, try to interest and involve the citizens,

· Select candidates for election.

See the green part of p. 91-93 for different parties.

4) Elections:

Q: How are elections organised and how do they lead to the formation of a cabinet?
Who is allowed to vote?
The Netherlands has multiple decision making levels:

· National government,

· Provincial government,
· Local government,
· Water boards: managing the water barriers, the waterways, the water levels, water quality and sewage treatment,
· District councils, which are in charge of a part of a large city,

· European Parliament.
All adults are allowed to elect members of representative bodies and may be eligible.

Non-Dutch, who have lived in the country for over 5 years may participate in local government elections.

People incompetent to perform legal acts E: severely mental disability, may not vote.

Otherwise a court has to decide if one may not vote.

The voting is done anonymously

Obligatory voting in the Netherlands: Until 1970 people got a fine if they didn’t vote.

Proportional representation (evenredige vertegenwoordiging): percentage of votes is the same as the percentage of seats given to the party. 

The advantages are that every vote counts equally and there will be more political variety. 

The disadvantages are that every party gets speaking time, which causes a disorderly debate. It is also hard to make and work with a coalition.

District system or majority system: Winner per district takes the full vote of the district. 

Candidate is better known, as for it comes from the area where the voters live. 

Candidate might focus too much on the district.

To take part in elections a party has to meet the following conditions: 

· Party must be registered with the electoral council. 

· In each of the 19 electoral districts it needs thirty declarations of support from the citizens. 

· The party has to pay over 11 thousand Euros. It will be refunded if 75 per cent of the votes needed for one seat are won.

Election campaign: 

People vote for: 

· The party’s views, 

· The voters own interest, 

· The chance of the party participating in the government, 

· It’s leader,

· The party’s good looking symbol.

In the Netherlands people vote for a person, who is free to separate from the party of join another party. Parties let their members promise to hand over their seat in the case of conflict. But they can’t be forced to do so.

Informateur: Queen sees the vice-president of the council if state, chairman of the first and second chamber, and the leaders of all political parties elected to the second chamber. With their advice she appoints an ‘informateur’ who tries the find a suitable combination of parties.

Formateur: A politician who will actively attempt to form a cabinet. He and the parties have to divide the ministers between the parties.

Quota: Number of votes needed for one seat.

Coalition: A combination of various parties that intend to collaborate in administrative bodies.

Electoral threshold: Minimum percentage of votes to win a seat.

Party manifesto (verkiezingsprogramma): states the party’s major plans.

Preference votes (voorkeursstemmen): not voting for the party leader but for someone else.

Cabinet: Ministers & secretaries of state.

Coalition: Agreement to collaborate and form a majority in the House of Commons. Usually not needed in countries with a district system.

Coalition agreement (regeerakkoord): Broad outlines of the policy for the four years of cooperation between the coalition parties. Criticized as for the opposition thinks that therefore on all issues the outcome of votes has already been decided.

Motion of no confidence: Second chamber telling the minister to stand down. Minister doesn’t have to, but in practice always steps down.

Cabinet resign: If a bill can’t pass by majority of the 2nd chamber and the cabinet therefore steps down. Either the queen appoints a new informateur and a new formateur, or new elections are held.

Outgoing cabinet (demissionair cabinet):What is in charge of the state if the cabinet has stepped down, may not make new plans.

Secretaries of state (staatssecretarissen): Vice minister, second man in command of a ministry.

Prinsjesdag:

Queens’s speech: Adaptions to the coalition agreement. Done on the 3rd Tuesday of September.

National budget: the plans the government shows to the House of Commons on the day of the queen’s speech concerning on what the money will be spent.

General debate: Discussion with criticism and requests for amendment between the ministers and the 22nd chamber after the national budget has been presented. At the end of the debate a vote will take place.

Interim budget report: Adaptions to the national budget, as for the situation has changed.

5) Government & the Parliament:

Q: What are the tasks of the government and that of the parliament and how do they relate to each other?

The Head of state or monarch: 

· Is not accountable for anything and is immune, so is her family,
· Hereditary head of state since 1814,

· Signs all passed laws,

· Reads the Queen’s speech,

· Appoints the ministers, informateur & formateur,

· Has regular consultations with the prime minister.

As for its hard to keep ministral responsibility over a large royal family, the ministral responsibility will be limited to a small part of the royal family in the future.

Source 15 p. 102

The steps taken to make a bill a law:

Bill > council of state > second chamber, are allowed to amend and must accept for the next step > first chamber, can only accept or reject a bill.

Parliament or states general: first & second chamber.

Second chamber: Has full time working members.

Is Co legislator: 

· Has voting right, 

· Has the right of amendment, 

· The right of initiative, which is not done that often because making a bill takes a lot of time,

· And budget right, can make changes in the spending plans of the government. 

Checks the government: 

· Can give motions: treurnis+ afkeuring++ or wantrouwen+++. These can be given to a minister or cabinet for their work on one bill or their entire policy, 

· Right to question: ask questions by mail or orally during the weekly question hour to the ministers,

· Right of interpellation or emergency debate: 30 members of the parliament have to agree; it interferes and comes before the planned debates can be held, sometimes it starts by a member of the 2nd chamber interrupting a minister.
· Right of inquiry: the parliament may start an independent investigation on whether the minister has informed himself well enough. This has become more common in the last years,

First chamber or senate: 

· Comes together once a week,

· Has 75 members, 

· It does a final check on bills, to see if they fit in the constitution and other basic rules,

· First chamber members are elected by the provincial councils,

· They may submit written questions and start a parliamentary inquiry, but hardly do so. 

The second chamber may be regarded to as ‘being more important as the first’.

Dualism: administrators, like ministers, can’t be members of the body that keeps check on them. The separation of power is not complete in the Netherlands, as for ministries write and sign laws. The legislative power decides on policy, the executive power implements it. This is the same on all governmental levels.

Government: Head of state & the ministers and ministries

Council of ministers: Ministers chaired by the prime minister discus policy.

Minister without portfolio: Has no ministry of its own. Is usually part of another ministry.
Political culture: ways in which the government acts, because of its traditions and customs.

Polder model: Dutch willingness to compromise.

Royal decrees: Not discussed in parliament but done only by the governt E: appointing a mayor.

Government decrees (algemene  maatregelen van bestuur, AmvB): Amendments which have to be done quickly, without approval of the parliament.

6) Administration in practice:

Q: How does the process of political decision making take place?

How does an issue become a matter of political concern and what happens to it then?
The process of political decision making has 5 phases: 

· Input, society has all sorts of needs and requirements, 

· Conversion: ministers & civil servants write a bill, They investigate the situation, called policy preparation, 

· Policy formulation: the minister presents a bill to the parliament, 

· Output: putting the law into effect, the ministry has to do something, 

· Feedback: reactions in a society. Has the situation improved?

Gate keepers of democracy: ‘translate’ society’s need in to political issues and so create input:

· Pressure groups, 

· mass media, 

· political parties. 

Surrounding factors: things which aren’t directly part of the problem, but play a role in the decision making:

· Demographic: results of composition of the population, like size or age. 

· Ecological factors: space and pollution, the impact of man on earth. 

· Cultural factors: moral standards of the people. 

· Economic factors: How much money there is likely to be available. 

· Technological factors: when and how easily something can be accomplished. 

· Social factors: what people want and wish and the social divisions in a population. 

International factors: Treaties E: EU legislation.

7) Political actors:

Political actors: all citizens, groups, administrative bodies and government agencies involved in the process of political decision making. All have political power, to some extent:

Civil servants: 

· Do policy preparation & policy execution, 

· They have more expertise and more years of service as the government,

· Are sometimes called the: 4th power.

Council of state: 

· Highest advisory body, 

· Officially chaired by the head of state, the queen. She seldom attends, so the vice-chairman leads the meetings,

· The government appoints the members, 

· It advises on bills, government decrees, proposal of approval of treaties, 

· It also acts as out highest court.

Social and economic council ( sociaal economische raad, SER): 

· Advises the government on social and economic outlines of policy, 

· It has 33 members: 11 representatives of unions, 11 representatives of employer’s organisations & 11 independent experts appointed by the government, the crown members.

Scientific Council of Government policy (wetenschappelijke raad voor het regeringsbeleid, WWR): 

· Provides scientific information for government policy on all areas,

· Provide this mainly for long run problems. 

· Appointed by the government.

To influence policy citizens can: 

· Approach local counsellors, 

· Give their opinion at local council meetings, 

· Hold a demonstration, 

· Write a letter to a newspaper, 

· Use formal appeal and objection procedures, 

· Contact a member of the 2ndchamber by telephone or email.

· Do a citizens’ initiative: source 28 p.113

Pressure groups: 

· Put pressure onto politics, 

· Vary from local ‘safe pedestrian crossing’ groups to trade unions and the ANWB, 

· Do lobbying and other things, 

· Known as the fifth power.

There are three types of pressure groups: 
· Interest group: Represent a certain group of society. E: the consumentenbond, the trade unions & employees organisations.

· Action groups: One clear issue for a short period.

· Actions organisation: One issue for a longer period E: Amnesty International or Greenpeace.

Mass media, which operates by: 

· Informative role: report on an issue, 

· Mouthpiece role: Media will enable people to let themselves be heard. E: politicians, scientist and members of pressure groups, 

· Agenda role: Media gives attention to social issues and thereby puts them on the political agenda, 
· Commenting role: people can write comments on issues, 

· Checking role: media will criticize mistakes made by the government.

Lobbying: Gaining support for your ideas through personal contact. One has to know multiple politicians to be able to do this.

WOB: wet openbaarheid bestuur: Journalists can claim information using this law as for the government must have all their information available to the public, unless E: it puts the state’s security at risk. 

Free media: Basic for a democracy. The state stimulates and financially supports multiple media sources.

Policy: A principle or rule to guide decisions and achieve sensible outcomes.

8) Political levels: 

Q: What decisions are made at local and provincial level and how do we collaborate with other European countries?

The Netherlands has 3 administrative levels: 

· National government, 

· Provincial government: Mainly do town & regional planning and the environment. They make regional plans (streekplannen). Their actions have to suit national policy,
· Local government: keeps the count on the people. And exercises control. Makes area development plans (bestemmingsplannen).
Local council (gemeenteraad): 

· Runs the local government, 

· Members are elected every 4 years, 
· Checks the major and aldermen,
· People who live in the Netherlands for over 5 years vote for the local council.

Mayor and aldermen (college van burgemeesters en wethouders, B&W). 
Do the daily running of a municipality, 
Are elected by the seats of the local council, 

The major is elected every 6 years.

Delegation of powers: National government makes policies; the implementation is done by the local authorities.
Principle of ‘subsidiarity’: Decentralise when possible, centralise if necessary. Local authorities are better informed, closer and more accessible for the citizens.

Regional plans (streekplannen): setting out plans for an area. 

Provincial council (provincial staten): elected every 4 years. They elect the Provincial Executive (gedeputeerde staten).

Royal commissioner (commissaris van de konigin): chairman of both provincial council and the provincial executive. Officially he is put into position by the queen. In practice the minister of home affairs does this.

European supranational bodies: 

Founded in 1951, ECSC

Aimed at preventing war,

Aimed at economic cooperation, 

Disagreement between countries usually involved national customs.

European government:

European commission: executive power, 1 member per state.

European court of justice: judicial. Sees that EU legislation is implemented in the same way in every country. Every country contributes one judge to the court.

European council (Europese Raad): All heads of government. They have no legislative task. Makes outlines.

European Parliament: A legislative body in existence since 1979, a direct election every 5 years. Members sit with political allies from other countries. Amount of members depend on the population size of every country. It has only limited powers. Has as an elected body less influence as our parliament.

The United Nations, UN: 

· 193 independent countries, 

· Founded in 1945 to prevent future wars, 

· In 1948 the general assembly accepted basic human rights.

UN Security Council: 15 members of which 5, the US, China, Russia, the UK & France are permanent. These 5 have a veto right.

NATO: North Atlantic Treaty Organisation. Protect each other and join peace missions.

Supra-national organisation: Member countries have given some of their power to the EU. The countries have no say on: competition, agriculture & fishing.

Intergovernmental: Decisions can only be taken with the agreement of all the individual countries.

Council of the European Union (raad van de Europese Unie): legislative (council of ministers)

Democratic deficit: Lack of power of the EP. Most power in Europe is in the hands of the unelected European Commission and the Council of Ministers.

Neelie Kroes: European Commissioner of Competition: Ensures companies respect the free market economy.

9) The future of politics:

Q: What are the preconditions to ensure a democracy functions properly in the Netherlands?

Should we leave the stupid idiots or experts to decide on policy?

Do we wish to give some of our sovereignty away to Europe?

Turnout rate: about 80% of those entitled to vote turn out and vote on an election day for the House of Commons. Turnout for the European parliament is about 40%.

Respect for basic rights: freedom of speech and freedom of press. This causes pluralism in the media. The government gives financial support to the media to ensure pluralism.

Dualist system: The executive and legislative system are separated. Some opposition parties feel that the Netherlands is a country of monism, because the majority of the Parliament usually supports the cabinet.

Representativeness (representativiteit): If the people feel there not being represented by the government’s politicians, it’s gonna be shitty.

Referendum: In the Netherland only consultative Referendums are held.

Popularity poll: People vote for politicians they like. Politicians therefore get more media training.

Civil disobedience: peasants break the law.

Freedom of speech might be at stake with basic rights as stated in the constitution.

If we were to elect the prime minister as well, we’d have more influence on the formation of the cabinet.

In a referendum the Dutch & French turned down a European constitution.

Important factors for a democracy are:

· Sufficient political participation by the citizens, because pressure groups are taken seriously and have large support, citizen’s participation is quite high.

· Respect for basic rights, 

· Minimum level of social cohesion, if a society has a lot of differences, social division might cause a great social divide.
· Legitimacy of power, whether people are willing to obey the government.
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