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Timeline: Choose subject before you go on your ‘stage’ or the autumnbreak.

Do research: find every month approx. 1 article and do 2 interviews during your
stay abroad.

Write main part in February - March - April — May 2013.

Hand in May 24, 2013

Hot items in Dutch society.

In every country and age there are issues and problems people disagree on and discuss
heatedly. Think for instance of the issue of slavery in the 19th century or the women’s
suffrage movement in the beginning of the 20th century.

What I want you to do for this assignment (together with one other pupil) is to take
one of the problems people are concerned about in the Netherlands at the moment.
Think for example of issues like abortion, euthanasia, the death penalty (even though
we don’t have it here, many people feel that we should also concern ourselves with
things happening in other countries), the integration of immigrants from countries like
Turkey or Morocco etc. Whatever subject you think of, check it with me before you
start. I don’t want more than one groups covering the same subject, so don’t take too
long deciding!

To start exploring your topic you have to keep track of the topic in the media. That
means you’ll read and select at least one article per month, properly note where and
when you found it and add this to your paper as appendix. This will help you to find
you search-terms.

After the two of you have chosen an issue you have to analyse it in a specific way
(see other side: “How to analyse a social problem”). You’ll have to analyse the Dutch
issue, but also the same issue in another country, preferably the country you (two)
visit for your stage.

Besides the standard sources of information (internet, books, leaflets, etc.) every
group has to interview four people to find out more about your topic (you have to try
do this together). These interviews should be with people who are especially
concerned about / knowledgeable on this issue, either professionally or personally.
Think carefully of the questions you want to ask, don’t make them too general. You
can only do this after you have acquired deeper knowledge on the problem.

Two of the interviews have to be done on site in your stage-country. The other two
can be done in the Netherlands. Obviously you don’t have to do the interviews in
English, if the person you are talking to is more comfortable with Dutch. But always
summarise your interviews in English. Present the results of the interviews in an extra
chapter or as an appendix.

Keep a log and write down for every week what work was done by whom, when, and
how much time it took. Also write down all agreements you reached about who
should do what and when it should be finished. Make a note of any problems you
came across or any important decisions you had to take. Every month you should
have at least one entry: your article.
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For books, give author(s), title (underlined), place and year the book was published.
Example:

Walsh, B., Modern world history, London 1998.

When using articles from magazines or newspapers, underline the title of the
magazine/newspaper. Example:

Scholte, A., Russische Joden in Berlijn, Spiegel Historiael jaargang 32 (maart/april
1997)

For websites give the following information: name of the site, organisation
responsible for the site, editor, URL address, date of latest revision, date you used the
site.

When you use a lot of facts or figures from one source or when you quote people, add
notes describing where exactly you found this information.

Length: 8-10 pages (text, not including the illustrations and the texts of the
interviews), Arial 12, normal spacing.

Study load: 15 hours per pupil
Mark: Counts 3x (tests count twice) for your final mark.
Make sure your work is presented in an interesting and attractive way. Add pictures,

figures, maps or whatever you think is useful. I will mark your work as following:

Maximum score:

e Co-operation and planning (use of log, hand in on time) 10
e Collecting information (use of sources in general, interviews,

list of sources) 30
* Contents (level of analysis, comparison with other country) 50
e Lay out, illustrations etc. 10

How to analyse a social problem

Short version:

1. What is the problem? Describe it, give facts and figures. What are the main points
people disagree on?

2. Why does it interest you?

3. What is the history of this problem? When did it develop, why?

4. Who are the interested parties/ Which interests are at stake?

5. What values play a role ( for example religion)

6. What do the laws say about this problem? Are changes expected?

7. What opinions do political parties and/or pressure groups have?

8. Give a short summary.

9. Give your own opinion.

The full analyse scheme is in your textbook on page 14-15 of your textbook.




