English literature 

Rhyme & Reason
The Old English period 500-1066
Germanic  invaders, Celts withdrawn

Christianity was the main religion

Viking attacks (Lindisfarne (793))
Alfred the Great
· Disappeared

· Vikings again

Edward the Confessor

· Because of him later big changes occur

Beowulf

· Fighting against monsters

· Germanic Hero

Poems

· No rhyme

· No fixed rhythmical pattern
· Each line is divided into half-lines

· 2 stressed + some unstressed syllables

· Alliteration

· Begins with the same sound
The Middle English Period 1066-1500
Edwards death made the throne vacant, Harold Godwinson was crowned
Fate of England was decided in the Battle of Hastings: Harold got killed, William the Conqueror became king
· William turned out to be a very efficient ruler
English was for the common people, French was spoken in higher circles

Feudal system
14th century ( English main language again
Chaucer
· Canterbury’s Tales
· 29 pilgrims who had a story telling contest, each pilgrim told 2 tales on the way to Canterbury, and 2 on the way back
· So about 120 tales
· Only 24 tales where complete, and some unfinished. But it were great tales, so Chaucer had a great impact in the English literature
· Chaucer was really well able to represent characters
Ladies were included in poems; men were not only brave, but also gentle.
· King Arthur was a great example.
Poems changed and end rhyme was introduced
About the history of Drama in England is not much known, it is a puzzle with a lot of pieces missing
The drama was religious only
When the drama changed, different kind of performers came to stage, the performers were mostly travellers
Being an actor was not generally accepted, most actors searched for protection with the nobilities
Morality play
· Everyman
· Shakespeare
· Not religious
Poems and stories were told because the normal people couldn’t read
Ballad ( a poem that is originally meant to be sung

Ballads were not written as works of art

· Simple language

· Lines were repeated

Sir Patrick Spence

· Famous English ballad

· Around 1281

· Lots of versions

The renaissance 1500-1600
Renaissance = rebirth

· Referred to the renewed interest in the cultures of the roman period

Works of great authors were not forgotten

Renaissance scholars looked at the roman works with an open-mind and thought they were ideal

Changes:

· Collective ( individual attitude

· Theo-centric( anthropocentric

· Dogmatic believe ( Critical investigation

· Geocentral ( heliocentral (Copernicus) 
William Shakespeare

· 1564-1616

· Drama

· Meant to be seen, not to be read

· Histories

· About kings

· Comedies

· Love’s labour’s lost

· A midsummer night’s dream

· Tragedies

· Romeo & Juliet

· Julius Caesar

· Hamlet

· Othello

· Macbeth

· King Lear

Ladies become the centre of poetry: new poems, adoration to woman

Courtly love

· Adoration

· Describing the women’s beauty

Definitions:

· Courtly love poetry

· Found in 12th century

· West Europe followed in 1600

· Unhappy lover ( cruel ladies

· Sonnet

· Short poem of 14 lines

·  Italian: 8 + 6

·  English (Shakespearian): 4 + 4 + 4 + 2

· Cavalier poets: made Courtly love poetry seem ridiculous, but it’s done in an elegant way

· Metaphysical

· Emotional elements

· John Donne

· Conceit: a comparison between 2 things that may seem totally unlike at first, but whose likeness is proven in a logical way

Men who took initiative: 
· Petrarch (father of humanism)

· Erasmus (Lof der Zotheid)

· Sir Thomas More (Utopia)

· Luther (95 theses)

The Neoclassical Period 1600-1800

Also: the Augustan Age, the Age of Reason

Rise of the novel: 

· Begin, middle, end

· More description than dialogue

· The practice of reason and self-analysis in religious context

· Moral (puritan society)

· Realism (much detail, facts rather than fiction, middle class morality and idea)

· Chronological sequence of events

· References to exact hours, dates, times of the year

· Names of places

· Detailed descriptions of interiors and surroundings

Novelists were the spokesman of the middle class

· Daniel Defoe

· Robinson Crusoe

· Jonathan Swift
Different forms of writing: 

· Satire 

· Humor

· Criticism

· Some kind of moral voice

· Irony & sarcasm

· Parody

· Literature that mimics another work of literature, usually as a way of criticizing it

· Caricature

· An exaggerated portrayal of the weakness frailties or humorous aspects of an individual group
Victorian Age 1830-1900
Named after Queen Victoria 

· Queen in 1837

· Died in 1901: end of the age
The height of the English power

Modern science conflicted with religion

England: First industrialized country in the world

English Folk were inspired with a strong sense of self confidence

Widened the gap between rich and poor

19th century ( age of novel

They had to improve the plight of poorer classes

They dealt with problems like child labour

Reform bills, promote education, right to vote

Firstly the novel only appeared in cheap weekly, or monthly parts.

With the death of Queen Victoria I, there came an end of the era. Not much people realized this, and the people who did where not believed. It took a world war to let the English realize their power was over
· Charles Dickens

· Brönte sisters: Emily, Charlotte: they had a dramatic life
· Jane Eyre

· Class difference

· Marriage ( to get money

· Cinderella motive

· Middle class 

· Morality superior

· Improbable plot

· Feministic

· Charles Dickens (1812-1870)

· Oliver twist


· Charles dickens made the horrible life in the book so real, that the rich people wanted to find out if it really happened. It made the poor standing in the middle of attention, and showed the poor in the Victorian age.

· Social reformer

· Workhouse

· Flat characters

· Irony

· Good story teller

· Melodrama/sentimental

· Switch from Pickwick (happy) to Oliver twist (sad)

The modern Age 1901-now

Utopia and dystopia 

Utopia: 2 greek words: oi (not) and topos (place) = nowhere

The word was created by Thomas More in 1516 when he wrote a book called Utopia. 

Utopian concepts: 

· A beautiful society with a general pacifistic attitude

· Poverty and misery are removed

· Very few laws are necessary

· Money is not necessary

· People do only work that they enjoy and which benefits the common good

Related ideas: religion:

· The Judeo Christian concept of Garden of Eden and Heaven

· The Buddhist Concept of Nirvana

Related ideas: science:

· Advanced science and technology will abolish suffering and death

Dystopia:  the antonym of utopia (everywhere)
An imaginary place where people lead dehumanised and often fearful lives

Dystopian concepts: 

· Totalitarian dictatorship
· Glorification and justification of violence

· Technology replaces humanity

· Negative social trends are taken to nightmarish extremes

Dystopian literature:

· Fictional and futuristic 

· Dystopias serve as warnings to contemporary men

· Comment on our current society

· Brave new world

· 1984

· Clockwork orange

